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September 2011
Newsletter

Greetings from the Featherston Community Centre! 
Busy Times…ongoing…
Again, another very busy month and the battle against the leaks (and no its not a Welsh thing) 
goes on but I do believe I am winning).
 Its been great to see those who have persevered with the majority of our regular classes 
maintaining numbers and some even improving (Firstly our  Monday night “Awareness raising 
videos” had 17 participants a week or so ago and now May Brown’s Needlework group is 
beating them with I think 18 last Friday) GO NEEDLE WORK GROUP!!! Woohoo!! 

Interesting visitors to the Community Centre
It seems to be my month (or 6 weeks at least) of getting the opportunity to sit down with a coffee 
(and sometimes even a chocky bickie) and talk about what makes a difference for people.
A month or so ago I had a surprise visit from the right honourable member of parliament John 
Hayes, MP for Wairarapa. This turned out to be a very relaxed and candid opportunity to get to 
know “the man behind the label”.
Also, this month I got to meet our Mayor, Her worship Adrienne Staples. I was inspired to hear 
that Adrienne felt we [the Featherston Community Centre] were doing well and discussing what 
maybe we can improve upon. I greatly appreciated both of these very busy people taking time 
out of their day to share their vision with us. Thank you !
Then, at the invitation of Jane Mills (South Wairarapa Safer community council), I got to spend 
an hour with two first year Medical Students from Otago University’s Medical School. They are 
starting out on their journey to becoming medical professionals (MD’s in fact) and asked me 
to share my vision on the role our community centre plays in creating and maintaining health 
– ranging from Rupert’s Feldenkrais and Keiko’s Tai Chi classes right through to the folks that 
come to the centre to talk because it’s a place they feel safe in… 
These all gave me an opportunity to look at our Community Centre’s role in the community 
through different eyes. Again thank you to you all for this opportunity.

– Murray Clarkson, Centre Manager

 
What’s happening in September?

Speakers corner: Another season of local Featherston history, hobbies and 
people. The last two presentations were on Beekeeping and Gliding, next up with have:

8 September 2011: “Why do people believe weird things?” – Dr John McDowall
John is an Associate Professor in the School of Psychology, Victoria University of Wellington. 
John’s area of expertise is in abnormal psychology. He will present a talk on why people believe 
weird things, examining recent research on delusions. (Gold coin entry koha)

Speakers Corner 

Thursday 8th 
7.30pm Why people 
believe weird things,  

John McDowall
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Sunday produce market and swap: Sunday 11th Sept, 1.00pm onwards
We are back to our normal routine after what was a successful though quiet ‘Green and kiwi 
dollar veggie and produce swap’ on the 27th of Aug. Remember… it is open to anyone. Now 
that the weather is getting warmer, those veggies will start growing faster again! Come along 
and bring your neighbour too. (Gold coin donation per vender please)

Te Reo Ma-ori Classes available in Featherston: 
Whaia te iti Kahurangi: starting Tuesday 20th September
Get a good grip on your Ma-ori language, from basics, greeting, counting, everyday 
sentences, to more complex these easy to adapt to classes will suit the beginner through  
to the developing. Tuesday nights 7.00 – 8.00pm running in 12 week blocks 

Kapa Haka/Ma-ori Waiata group 
A fun group who will get together to learn great songs that have been around for many 
generations and tell stories so rich in history. Mixed with songs that embrace the walk that we 
as New Zealanders now walk, mixed with Ma-ori Culture. An informal group no fee – koha 
only for venue and Tutors. 

Tikanga/Ma-ori Customs and Protocols 
A 12 week course divulging in the knowledge of our ancestors, learning about Customs, 
Culture and Protocols of traditional Ma-ori. Want to deepen your knowledge and 
understanding of Ma-ori ways of life and culture then this is the course for you. Will help you 
when interacting with Ma-ori, and working with Ma-ori clients, or companies.  
Sunday afternoons 5.00 – 6.00pm 

When, Where and How 
Held at the Featherston Community Centre starting 20th & 25th September respectively. Register 
now before spaces fill up! 
Sharing the education from the three baskets of knowledge. Tiakitanga is a small business 
that was set up to help share the knowledge of our ancestors with our wha-nui – wider New 
Zealand Aotearoa. 
Cost: $100 per person for each 12 week course or $10 weekly fee. Discounts if one 
registers for more than one class. For wha-nau who are struggling, get in touch and we can 
help you out. For more information feel free to get in contact with one of the team. Whaia te iti 
Kahurangi, ki te tuohu koe – e maunga teitei. 
Karepa Wall, Kaihautu – Director, tiakitanga@xtra.co.nz, phone 06 308 9895, mobile 
027 640 0594, www.tiakitanga.maori.nz 

Realistic Drawing for Beginners – Level 1, Mondays 10–12am
(Class numbers close off soon…get in now) 
No art experience needed, run from 29th August – 24th October
Venue: Featherston Community Centre, Cost $20/class, all art materials included

To book please contact Tania on 06 308 6033 or 021 106 7032, studio@taniawilliamsart.com

Immerse  
yourself in  

Ma-ori culture 
starting 20 Sept.    

        sign up now!

Art and 
creativity 

workshops
<<<

mailto:studio@taniawilliamsart.com
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Some impressions from “KEEP NEW ZEALAND BEAUTIFUL”
CLEAN UP FEATHERSTON DAY Saturday, August 27th 2011

Coming soon…

Welcome a very special guest at the Community Centre, 14 – 20 November:  
‘VELVET: The travelling Tuna Tapestry’! For awesome photos of the first exhibition 
of VELVET in Whangarei, check out this blog:  
http://savetheeels.wordpress.com/2011/07/19/taniwha-eel-exhibition-begins/
Please leave responses on the blog and let us all know how you feel to be involved in 
something so beautiful in its appearance and value with regards to freshwater awareness. 
Remember, Velvet is still growing (approaching 60 meters now) as she makes this Taniwha 
Exhibition stop-by-stop! Aroha mai... aroha atu, Stephanie (te tuna wahine)

>>>We’ve got two months until VELVET’s visit. How would you like to do something towards 
her journey? How can we here at the community centre support you? We have the space and 
people with the know how. Would you like to see a real live “Velvet” and have an expert share 
about why she is so special maybe? Talk to Murray, you know where to find him…

NZ Sign language classes, Coming soon. Due to the support of REAP and the increasing 
numbers who have given me their names this course is looking to start in the very near future. 
If you are wanting to learn NZ Sign Please get your name and contact details to me as soon as 
possible. We have the Tutor, we have a major chunk of the funding, all we need now are a few 
more participants …get in quick!
 
Bee keeping classes will be starting next term (Oct 27 or 28th) but this is a limited number 
class so get your names down quickly so that materials can be ordered etc.
 

…thank you everyone for your support! What a great effort!

‘VELVET: The travelling Tuna 
Tapestry’ coming to the 
Featherston community centre 
14-20 November – don’t miss it!
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Thursday 27 October 7.30pm: There’s a Referendum taking place at the same time as the 
2011 General Election on 26th November. The Referendum gives you the chance to have your 
say on the voting system we use to elect our Parliaments in the future. It builds on the electoral 
referendum process that began back in 1992 and 1993 when New Zealanders chose the MMP 
voting system. Holding the Referendum at the same time as the General Election makes it easy 
for you to take part. But what is it all about – what are the options – what do they mean?
Come and hear the Electoral Commission give us a clear understanding about each of the 
options so we can use our votes to give us what we want in our Parliament for the future.
No party politics just clear explanations and questions answered. Supported by Wairarapa 
REAP & Featherston Community Centre.

But before we finish off…A poor indictment…
Perhaps some may feel that this might not be the appropriate forum, however as a 
voice of many in the community I find it not just sad but extremely distasteful that we 
have an element in our community who feel the need to steal from an organisation 
which so readily gives to all who need advice, support and even shelter. Last month, as 
some of you will be aware, our garage was broken into, violently causing damage and 
personal property stolen.
During the first hill closure someone felt it necessary to steal one of our “free tea and coffee 
and shelter” signs offering the same to stranded visitors. Then a couple of weeks ago another 
individual felt they needed our data projector far more than we did on the night of our second 
speakers corner. 
We’d love to have these items back please! 
Come on Featherston community – let’s make an effort to look out for each other and each 
other AND each other’s property. We’d like to be able to keep our doors wide open to everyone, 
and maintain the Community Centre as the hub of Featherston’s social, educational, and 
recreational services – used, valued and supported by the entire community... 
For the entire community.

Ongoing Classes/Groups/Services: (See timetable for times and days)
Art Expression, Children’s Chess & Board Games, Creative Memories, CSS Disability Action, 
Feldenkrais, Mah Jong, Needlework & Crafts, Quilting, Tai Chi, Ukulele Jam Sessions, Veggie 
& Produce Swap, WOOPS coffee morning, Wednesday evening Yoga, King St. Drop-in Art 
Sessions, WINZ, Te Puni Kokiri, Wairarapa Community Law Centre, Narcotics Anonymous

OUR MISSION: The Featherston Community Centre offers facilities to public and private users 
who require a meeting place for ongoing or one-off events, activities or classes.  Our goal is to 
serve as the hub of Featherston’s social, educational, and recreational services – used, valued 
and supported by the entire community. 

» Always be the first to know – sign up to our email newsletter on the blog:  

http://featherstoncomcen.wordpress.com or simply contact us and ask to be added to the list.
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Regular Weekly Timetable For September 2011
    
Day Week/Time Activity Contact

Monday 10.00–12.00 Realistic Drawing for Beginners – Level 1
29th August – 24th October !!!NEW!!!

Tania Williams, 06 308 6033 
021 106 7032

1.00 – 4.00pm Mah Jong Pat Hamilton , 06 308 9729

7.30 – 8.30pm Ukulele Drop in Jam Session Community Centre, 06 308-8239

7.15 – 9.00pm Awareness raising movies Sarah Dittmer, 06 308 9322

Tuesday 9.30am – 3.00pm WINZ, Appointment Required 0800 559 009

10.00 – 2.30pm Art Expression King St. Art, 06 378 9777

11.00 – 3.00pm, 
13 Sept.

Community Law 0800 924 252

2.00 – 3.00pm
During School Term

Tai Chi by YMCA with Keiko Keiko Nojima, 06 308 8239

4.15pm – 5.15pm
During School Term

Children’s Board Games Robyn Macgregor, 06 308 8118

7.00 – 10pm, 6 Sept. Creative Memories Shona Pillar, 06 307 7715

starting 20 Sept.
7.00–8.00pm

Te Reo Ma-ori Classes !!!NEW!!!
Whaia te iti Kahurangi

Karepa Wall 
06 3089895 / 0276400594

Wednesday 10am – 12noon  
7 Sept.

WOOPS Movie and lunch Cheryl Hutson-Roberts, 
06 377 0066

6.00 – 7.30pm Yoga with Nicky Iyengar style Community Centre, 06 308 8239

Wed 14 Sept.
10.00am – 12.00noon

WOOPS coffee morning Cheryl Hutson-Roberts, 
06 377 0066

Thursday 9.30 – 3pm WINZ, Appointment Required 0800 559 009

Thurs 8 Sept.
10am – 11am

CCS Disability Action: Chris Macdonald 
South Wairarapa Outreach & Support

06 378 2426 / 027 2115089

11.30 – 12.30pm
During School Term

Te Hauora Runanga O Wairarapa
Tai Chi with Keiko

Keiko Nojima, 06 308 8239

6.30 – 7.30pm Feldenkrais: Regular class Rupert Watson, 06 308 9686

8 Sept. 7.30pm Speakers Corner: Why do people 
believe weird things?, Dr John McDowall

Community Centre
06 308 8239

Thurs 15 Sept
12.30-1.30

Southern Exposure
on ArrowFM  92.7Fm

92.7Fm
06 3088 239

Friday 10.00 – 12.00pm
1st & 3rd Friday Monthly

Needlework & Craft Group May Brown, 06 308 6912

12.00 – 3.00pm Quilting Drop-In Community Centre, 06 308 8239

9.30 – 10.30am Feldenkrais: Regular Class Rupert Watson, 06 308 9686

Saturday 1.00 – 9.00pm, 17 Sept. Creative Memories Shona Pillar, 06 307 7715

starting 24 Sept
(for 12 weeks)

Te Reo Ma-ori Classes !!!NEW!!!
Whaia te iti Kahurangi

Karepa Wall 
06 3089895 / 0276400594

Sunday 11 Sept
1.00-2.00pm

Vege and Produce Swap Community Centre
06 308 8239

starting 25 Sept.
(for 12 weeks, TBC)

Tikanga Ma-ori Customs and Protocols 
!!!NEW!!!

Karepa Wall 
06 3089895 / 0276400594

7.00 – 9.00pm Narcotics Anonymous www.nzna.org


