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October 2011
Newsletter

Kia ora from the Featherston Community Centre! 

Spring is in the air…
But first a quick note about our carpark: Big “thank-yous” to all our users who took the time 
to send in submissions on the Centre carpark area. You’ll see we’ve now opened up the north 
parking space again and new lines are being painted. If you need to unload materials into the 
artroom, drive through the white parking blocks up where Featherston’s Own garage was or tee 
things up with Murray. 
Our first priority is the condition of the building at the moment. Once the roof project has been 
completed we can refocus our energy on things like raising money for the grounds. We’re 
still aiming for the roofing work to begin in early December. Contact Murray if you have any 
thoughts for the carpark and grounds design in the future. We have a constantly evolving user 
base so whatever is put in place has to be flexible enough to cope with changing community 
needs. We’d love to keep your ideas on file.

And a note from our Chair…
Do your bit for the Centre! Do you have an eye for the big picture? Regarded as a financial 
genius or can shoot off a marketing strategy in your sleep? We need you. 
We have 3 vacancies on the Board – or if that sounds like too much effort, our finance, 
building & grounds and marketing committees would love the extra help. This is your chance 
to get involved in the future of your community. Contact Board Chair, Marcus Harvey 021 150 
2024 or Murray at the Centre for further details.

A VERY BIG thankyou and Farewell… The Board and I would like to thank both Richard Clark 
and Stella Smith who are stepping down from the Community Centre Board after a short but 
productive couple of months and we wish them both all the best for the future.

Interesting visitors keep on coming
Over the last couple of months, we’ve been privileged to look at what we are doing here 
at the Community Centre through some pretty diverse eyes, ranging from first year med 
students through to local and central government figures.
On the 29th of September we hosted a forum with the Prime Minister, specifically for 
community groups. It was very informal and relaxed, attracting nearly 60 locals. Many 
thanks to the Featherston Lionesses for their awesome efforts looking after the kai and the 
beautiful flower arrangments, to Ulli @ Guten Appetit Catering and to May Brown and Colin 
Olds for their gifts.
More and more, our Community Centre is being seen not just as a building where WINZ comes 
to visit, and we have various activities for a range of folk, but also as a key player and social 
voice in the South Wairarapa. 
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What’s happening in October?

Speaker’s Corner this month (please note change of date!):
20 October 7.30pm: The Coast to Coast Seismic Mapping Project – Dr Stuart Henrys 
Why was Featherston shaken up on 12 May 2011? Dr Henrys (GNS Science) talks about the 
large multinational seismic experiment conducted between Kapiti and the Wairarapa to 
understand the potential for large earthquakes. What are the implications for the Wairarapa 
region? What comparisons can be made globally? 

Sunday produce market and swap: 
Sunday 9 October, 1.00pm onwards Great to see those of you in the community thinking 
outside the square and bringing your surplus veggies, baking, preserves, etc. to swap with 
others. No doubt as the season warms more of us will have something to offer (I have already 
got my new season greens in the ground). Gold coin/green dollar donation per vendor 
please.

Special ”FREE” Introductory Iyengar Yoga class with Nicki Stewart 
Wednesday 19 October 6.00–7.30pm Join Nicki and friends for a special one-off fun freebie 
evening. If you have ever wanted to have a go at Yoga but were a little anxious about the 
idea, this is your opportunity to find out more.
The Iyengar method of Yoga is initially learnt through the in-depth study of asanas (posture) 
and pranayama (breath control). In practice Iyengar yoga focuses particularly on three 
aspects. Correct body alignment allows the body to develop harmoniously in an anatomically 
correct way so that the student suffers no injury or pain when practising correctly. As all 
bodies are different and people have different weaknesses and strengths. Mr Iyengar has 
also developed the use of props to help the body into the correct positions required. 
Props are objects like wooden blocks, chairs, blankets and belts that help one adjust or 
support oneself in the different postures so that one can work in a range of motion that 
is safe and effective. For more contact Nicki directly on 308 6598 / 021 188 6439

Te Reo Ma-ori Classes available now: 
Started Tuesday 20th September, newcomers welcome Get a good grip on your Ma-ori 
language, from basics, greeting, counting, everyday sentences, to more complex these easy 
to adapt to classes will suit the beginner through to the developing. Tuesday nights 7.30 – 
8.30pm running in 12 week blocks 

Tikanga/Ma-ori Customs and Protocols: Started 25 September A 12 week course divulging 
in the knowledge of our ancestors, learning about Customs, Culture and Protocols of tradi-
tional Ma-ori. Want to deepen your knowledge and understanding of Ma-ori ways of life and 
culture then this is the course for you. Will help you when interacting with Ma-ori, and working 
with Ma-ori clients, or companies. Sunday afternoons 5.00 – 6.00pm 

For more info, contact Karepa Wall, 06 308 9895/027 640 0594, 
tiakitanga@xtra.co.nz, www.tiakitanga.maori.nz 

FREE yoga 
session  

19 October 
6pm
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Painting with Pastels: Full-day workshop, Saturday 22 October, 10am – 5pm
Join artist Tania Williams in this journey of self-discovery through colour. No art experience 
needed, cost $90 (all materials included). Register with Tania on 021 106 7032, or email 
studio@taniawilliamsart.com

Bee Keeping: Friday 28 October 7.30pm Over a period of 5 Friday evenings. Learn 
about the various inhabitants of the hive (both desirable and not so desirable), build 
your own hive over the duration of the course and learn how to manage the hive for the 
four seasons to meet your requirements and those of the bees. $10 per person per night 
plus materials. Pre-booking essential! Call Murray on 308 8239.

About the Referendum: All you ever wanted to know! Thursday 27 October 7.30pm
There’s a Referendum taking place at the same time as the 
2011 General Election on 26 November. The Referendum 
gives you the chance to have your say on the voting system 
we use to elect our Parliaments in the future. It builds on 
the electoral referendum process that began back in 1992 and 1993 when New Zealanders 
chose the MMP voting system. Holding the Referendum at the same time as the General 
Election makes it easy for you to take part. But what is it all about – what are the options – 
what do they mean? Come and hear the Electoral Commission give us a clear understanding 
about each of the options so we can use our votes to give us what we want in our Parliament 
for the future. No party politics just clear explanations and questions answered. Supported by 
Wairarapa REAP

Coming soon…
A very special guest here at the community Centre 14-20 November
VELVET: the Travelling Tuna Tapestry! As announced last month – we will be 
hosting Velvet for a week in November. How would you like to do something towards 
her journey? Would you like to see a real live “Velvet” and have an expert share about why 
she is so special maybe? Talk to Murray, you know where to find him.For awesome photos of 
the first exhibition of VELVET in Whangarei, check out this blog: http://savetheeels.wordpress.
com/2011/07/19/taniwha-eel-exhibition-begins/
 
Ongoing Classes/Groups/Services: (See timetable for times and days) Art Expression,  
Children’s Chess & Board Games, Creative Memories, CSS Disability Action, Feldenkrais, Mah 
Jong, Te Reo Maori & Tikanga, Needlework & Crafts, Quilting, Tai Chi, Ukulele Jam Sessions, 
Veggie & Produce Swap, WOOPS coffee morning, Wednesday evening Yoga, King St. Drop-in 
Art Sessions, WINZ, Te Puni Kokiri, Wairarapa Community Law Centre, Narcotics Anonymous

OUR MISSION: The Featherston Community Centre offers facilities to public and private users 
who require a meeting place for ongoing or one-off events, activities or classes.  Our goal is to 
serve as the hub of Featherston’s social, educational, and recreational services – used, valued 
and supported by the entire community. 

‘VELVET: The travelling Tuna 
Tapestry’ coming to the 
Featherston community centre 
14-20 November – don’t miss it!
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Regular Weekly Timetable For October 2011
    
Day Week/Time Activity Contact

Monday 1.00 – 4.00pm Mah Jong Pat Hamilton , 06 308 9729

7.30 – 8.30pm Ukulele Drop in Jam Session Community Centre, 06 308-8239

7.15 – 9.00pm Awareness raising movies Sarah Dittmer, 06 308 9322

Tuesday 9.30am – 3.00pm WINZ, Appointment Required 0800 559 009

10.00 – 2.30pm Art Expression King St. Art, 06 378 9777

11 Oct. 
11.00 – 3.00pm, 

Community Law 0800 924 252

2.00 – 3.00pm
During School Term

Tai Chi by YMCA with Keiko Keiko Nojima, 06 308 8239

4.15pm – 5.15pm
During School Term

Children’s Board Games Robyn Macgregor, 06 308 8118

7.00 – 10pm Creative Memories Shona Pillar, 06 307 7715

starting 20 Sept./12 wks
7.30–8.30pm

Te Reo Ma-ori Classes !!!NEW!!!
Whaia te iti Kahurangi

Karepa Wall 
06 3089895 / 0276400594

Wednesday 5 Oct. 
10am – 12noon 

WOOPS Movie and lunch Cheryl Hutson-Roberts, 
06 377 0066

Wed 12 Oct. 
10.00am – 12.00noon

WOOPS coffee morning
Guest speaker: Nicola Graham, Dietitian

Cheryl Hutson-Roberts, 
06 377 0066

6.00 – 7.30pm Yoga with Nicky Iyengar style
FREE evening 19 October!

Community Centre, 06 308 8239

Thursday 9.30 – 3pm WINZ, Appointment Required 0800 559 009

13 Oct.
10am – 11am

CCS Disability Action: Chris Macdonald 
South Wairarapa Outreach & Support

06 378 2426 / 027 2115089

11.30 – 12.30pm
During School Term

Te Hauora Runanga O Wairarapa
Tai Chi with Keiko

Keiko Nojima, 06 308 8239

6.30 – 7.30pm Feldenkrais: Regular class Rupert Watson, 06 308 9686

20 Oct. 7.30pm Speakers Corner: “The Coast to Coast 
Seismic Mapping Project – Dr S Henrys

Community Centre
06 308 8239

20 Oct.
12.30-1.30

Southern Exposure
on ArrowFM  92.7Fm

92.7Fm
06 3088 239

27 October
7.30pm

About the Referendum - All you ever 
wanted to know !!!NEW!!!

Community Centre
06 308 8239

Friday 10.00 – 12.00pm
1st & 3rd Friday Monthly

Needlework & Craft Group May Brown, 06 308 6912

12.00 – 3.00pm Quilting Drop-In Community Centre, 06 308 8239

28 Oct.
7.30 – 9.00pm (5 wks)

Beekeeping Murray @ Community Centre,  
06 308 8239

Saturday 9.30-10.30am Feldenkrais : Regular Class Rupert Watson, 06 308 9686

1.00 – 9.00pm, 15 Oct. Creative Memories Shona Pillar, 06 307 7715

22 Oct
10am – 5pm

Painting with Pastels !!!NEW!!! Tania Williams
 06 308 6033/021 106 7032                                                                                   

Sunday 11 Sept
1.00-2.00pm

Vege and Produce Swap Community Centre
06 308 8239

7.00 – 9.00pm Narcotics Anonymous www.nzna.org


